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Our Mission UFDI News

Mark Atkinson, Ph.D., director of the UF Diabetes Institute, has
I _E Research

been awarded the 2019 Jacobeeus Prize, one of the top
international honors in the field of endocrinology and metabolism,
Q? Patient Care
Education

for his contributions to groundbreaking type 1 diabetes (T1D)
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research.

Ashby Walker, Ph.D., director of health equity initiatives at the UF
Diabetes Institute and assistant professor in the department of
health services research, management and policy, was hamed
one of Diabetes Forecast's 2019 People to Know.

We are excited to present our 2019-2020 UFDI Student
Ambassadors! They are outstanding undergraduate and
graduate students who are committed to supporting the UF
Diabetes Institute with initiatives, such as National Diabetes
Awareness Month.

Save the Date: World Diabetes Day is approaching! The UF
Diabetes Institute will host a Research Poster Session, a
Discussion Panel and a Seminar on November 14 in the HPNP
Building. Poster session registration is open at diabetes.ufl.edu.

world diabetes day
4 Novembe

Grants &§ Awards

A group of University of Florida researchers will use a new $5 million grant to
develop a “pancreatic islet on a chip” — a platform that will allow them to more
efficiently and effectively study T1D and potential treatments for the condition.

These scientists, including UF Diabetes Institute affiliate faculty Todd Brusko, Ph.D.
and Cherie Stabler, Ph.D., aim to develop a device known as a microphysiological
system which can provide insight into what triggers the disease and offer a way for
them to rapidly and safely test new treatments.

A group of University of Florida researchers — including UFDI members Graciela Lorca,
Ph.D., Mark Atkinson, Ph.D., Michael Haller, M.D., and Clayton Mathews, Ph.D., alongside
Claudio Gonzalez, Ph.D. and Wendy Dahl, Ph.D. — will use a new $3.5 million grant from
JDRF and NIH NIDDK to evaluate safety, tolerability, and general response to Lactobacillus
johnsonii N6.2 in children, adolescents, and adults with T1D.

The scientists aim to determine if the probiotic Lactobacillus johnsonii N6.2 has a positive
impact on gastrointestinal health and general wellness for individuals with T1D.
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Additional Info & Updates

Kara & the (Not So) Dire Beastie is an
animated series aimed at helping
young patients and their families
better understand T1D. Creators Dr.
Angelina Bernier and Alan Caudel
spoke about the impact of this project
on the Pediacast Podcast:

UFDI Fitness Fest: Every year, in
honor of National Diabetes Awareness
Month, the UF Diabetes Institute hosts
a community event to promote
diabetes awareness. Please join us
for the 2019 Fitness Fest on
November 17 at Depot Park! The

The Gator Chapter of the College
Diabetes Network, a community group
that enables students with T1D to
thrive in their personal, healthcare, &
scholastic accomplishments, recently
announced the 2019-2020 leadership
group: Mykenzie Jonhson is the

event will consist of a wellness walk,
yoga, vendors & more. Check our
website and social media for more
details.

president, Shaun DeJaneys is the VP,
and Brooke Miller is the treasurer!
Congratulations!

https://www.pediacast.org/diabetes-
kara-not-dire-beastie-pediacast-438/

The T1D Toolkit, a program designed to complement
the diabetes education provided in clinic program is now
being used by the American Diabetes Association,
JDRF and other diabetes support groups. The program
was envisioned by Anastasia Albanese O'Neill, Ph.D.,
clinical assistant professor from UF Pediatrics, and
developed in partnership with pediatric endocrinologists,
certified diabetes educators, dietitians, psychologists,
artists, graphic designers, people with T1D, and parents
of children with T1D of all ages.

The UF Pediatric Diabetes group is now piloting
telemedicine directly to children at schools. This program,
directed by clinical assistant professor Anastasia Albanese
O'Neill, Ph.D., seeks to reduce the communication gaps
that often exist between school nurses, teachers, and the
diabetes team. The program also allows school nurses to
be more directly involved in the care of children with
diabetes who often receive a large portion of their diabetes
care during the school day.
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If you have any updates that you would like to be included in our publications, please send an email to uf-diabetes@ufl.edu.




